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PAGE 01 STATE 216872 
ORIGIN INT-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO AID-05 OES-09 EB-08 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /048 R 

DRAFTED BY INT:USGS/AHCHIDESTER 
APPROVED BY AID/DS/ST: C. PAUL 
INT:HL FLEMING 
NEA/AFN: G. SMITH 

112760 260438Z/21 

R 252005Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY RABAT 

UNCLAS STATE 216872 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TGEN MO 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN REMOTE SENSING 
REF: (A) RABAT 4541; (B) STATE 196189 

1 . USGS SUBMITS THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN RESPONSE 
TO REF (A), WHICH WAS NOT INCLUDED IN REF (B) PREPARED 
BY AID. 

2. USGS BELIEVES THAT ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSAL IN 
REF (B) (WHICH WOULD REQUIRE UPGRADING OF RECEIVING 
STATION IN ITALY) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED. THESE INCLUDE 
THE USE OF EUROPEAN METEOSAT AND OF TIROS-N DATA COLLEC- 
TION SYSTEMS FOR RELAY OF DATA FROM AUTOMATIC GROUND 
STATIONS IN MOROCCO. BELIEVE THAT THESE ALTERNATIVES 
MAY HAVE SEVERAL ADVANTAGES OVER USE OF LANDSAT DCS VIA 
ITALIAN GROUND STATION AS PROPOSED IN REFTEL (B). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 216872 

3. PRELIMINARY INQUIRY SUGGESTS THAT TIME TO TRAIN GOM 
PERSONNEL IN OPERATION OF AGS WILL BE MUCH LESS THAN 
INDICATED IN REFTEL (B). 

4. USGS INVESTIGATING THESE ALTERNATIVES, AND WILL 

CABLE FURTHER INFORMATION AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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